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Medical Education Trending Topic 
Updates on the Evolving Novel Coronavirus Outbreak 

 
If your medical staff would like an update on this virus, and how it may impact their practice, 
please contact our office to schedule a lecture at 877-505-4777 or 
info@speakersnetwork.com. 
 
What is the problem (C2)?  
The new coronavirus (COVID-19) that began in December in the city of Wuhan, Hubei 
Province, China, has now spread throughout China and to 46 other countries and territories, 
including the United States. To date, there has been limited spread of COVID-19 in the United 
States, but more cases are expected to be confirmed. CDC, state and local health 
departments, other federal agencies, and other partners have been implementing measures 
to slow and contain transmission of COVID-19 in the United States. These measures include 
assessing, monitoring, and caring for travelers arriving from areas with substantial COVID-19 
transmission and identifying cases and contacts of cases in the United States. Signs and 
symptoms of this illness include fever, cough, and difficulty breathing. This novel coronavirus 
has the potential to cause severe disease and death. Preliminary information suggests older 
adults and people with underlying health conditions or compromised immune systems may be 
at higher risk of severe illness from this virus. Recognizing persons at risk for COVID-19 is a critical 
component of identifying cases and preventing further transmission. With expanding spread of 
COVID-19, additional areas of geographic risk are being identified and PUI criteria are being 
updated to reflect this spread. To prepare for possible additional person-to-person spread of 
COVID-19 in the United States, CDC continues to recommend that clinicians and state and 
local health departments consider COVID-19 in patients with severe respiratory illness even in 
the absence of travel history to affected areas or known exposure to another case. 
 
Learning Objectives (C3)  
At the conclusion of this activity, the learners will be able to: 
1. Describe the current state of the Coronavirus outbreak 
2. Understand the implications of a PHEIC (Public Health Emergency of International Concern) 
and a locally declared Public Health Emergency 
3. Understand where to find additional information and resources as this outbreak continues to 
evolve 
 
How do we know this is a problem (C2)? 
https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2020/han00428.asp 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-in-us.html 
 


