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Medical Education Trending Topic 
Updates on the Evolving Novel Coronavirus Outbreak 

 
If your medical staff would like an update on this virus, and how it may impact their practice, 
please contact our office to schedule a lecture at 877-505-4777 or 
info@speakersnetwork.com. 
 
What is the problem (C2)?  
 
The new coronavirus (COVID-19) that began in December in the city of Wuhan, Hubei 
Province, China, has now spread throughout the world and is now in every state and territory 
in the United States.  We are now seeing community transmission of the virus and expect that, 
as more people are tested, many more cases will be diagnosed. The CDC, state and local 
health departments, federal agencies, and other partners have implemented measures to 
slow and contain transmission of COVID-19 in the United States that include State-wide social 
distancing measures such as “Safer at Home” orders which will be necessary in order to 
“flatten the curve.” While the majority of those infected will not require hospitalization, 
preliminary mathematical models suggest that more than 25 million people throughout the US 
will require hospitalization, far exceeding our health care system’s ability to provide 
appropriate care.  Preliminary information suggests older adults and people with underlying 
health conditions or compromised immune systems may be at higher risk of severe illness from 
this virus. As this knowledge of this virus and the situation in the United States is continuously 
evolving, ensuring that health care providers have access to the most up-to-date information 
to help guide their ability to practice and protect themselves is critical.   
 
Learning Objectives (C3)  
 
At the conclusion of this activity, the learners will be able to: 

 Describe the current state of the COVID-19 Coronavirus outbreak 
 Describe current best practices concerning personal protective equipment (PPE) 
 Understand the importance of social distancing measures and what they mean for 

health care professionals in practice 
 Understand the implications of a PHEIC (Public Health Emergency of International   

Concern)and a locally declared Public Health Emergency 
 Understand where to find additional information and resources as this outbreak 

continues to evolve 
 
How do we know this is a problem (C2)? 
https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2020/han00428.asp 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-in-us.html 
 


